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Why Regulate PFAS?



Naval Air Station Whidbey Island area (private and community wells off-base)

Naval Base Kitsap – Bangor
(private wells off-base)

Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
area

(also off-base PWSs)

Lower Issaquah Valley 
aquifer

Moses Lake 
Well field 
Superfund 
site
(ground water 
monitoring wells)

Fairchild Air 
Force Base area
(includes City of Airway 
Heights PWS and 
private wells off-base)

Yakima 
Training 
Center 
(JBLM)
(groundwater 
monitoring wells)

Orchards aquifer 
(Vancouver area)

PFAS in Drinking Water and Ground Water

Source of data: voluntary testing by military bases and public water systems

Public Water System results
Groundwater Monitoring well results
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Timeline of Lab Rule (WAC 246-390)

Dec Feb Aug
2017 2020 2021

Rule development Stakeholder work Formal rulemaking

Group A 
CR101 Filed

Lab Rule 
CR101 
Filed 

Proposed 
rules

SBOH 
Adoption

2 SBOH 
updates & 
direction

Public 
comment 

period

Public 
hearing

We
Are 
Here

Lab Rule 
CR101 
Filed 

Public 
comment 

period
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Lab Rule Change Overview

Changes to the rule to 
include PFAS test panel 

and  requirements

Changes to address 
notifications for PFAS 
detections and future 
contaminants with a 

SAL

Technical changes



Testing methods 

Reporting limits

Data reporting

EPA methods 537.1 and 533 will 
be allowed

Labs will report any result above 
established state detection 
reporting limits to the water 
system and to DOH as a 
detection.

PFAS reporting limits are 2 ng/L  
(except for NEtFOSAA and 
NMeFOSAA which are 3 ng/L).

PFAS Specific Changes



EPA Test 
Methods for

PFAS in
Drinking Water
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Comments on Lab Rule
COMMENT:

As soon as practical, approve 
expanded analytical methods 
in PFAS testing (such as Total 

Organic Fluorine)

RESPONSE: 
Expanded test methods aren’t 

ready to be required in this 
first round of the rule but 

could be added as a 
supplemental research 

project, if funding is identified

COMMENT:
Ensure that records of lab 
testing data are kept and 
accessible to the public

RESPONSE: 
The department intends to 

enter these in DOH database 
and make accessible to the 

public 
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Change definitions to align with 
the definitions in the Group A 

rule:

SAL Confirmation

Recommended Lab Rule Language Changes



Do board members have any questions?



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

Thank you 
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