
RCW 43.20.050(2) 
Powers and duties of state board of health—Rule making—Delegation of authority—
Enforcement of rules. 

(1) The state board of health shall provide a forum for the development of public health 
policy in Washington state. It is authorized to recommend to the secretary means for obtaining 
appropriate citizen and professional involvement in all public health policy formulation and other 
matters related to the powers and duties of the department. It is further empowered to hold 
hearings and explore ways to improve the health status of the citizenry. 

In fulfilling its responsibilities under this subsection, the state board may create ad hoc 
committees or other such committees of limited duration as necessary. 

(2) In order to protect public health, the state board of health shall: 
(a) Adopt rules for group A public water systems, as defined in RCW 70.119A.020, 

necessary to assure safe and reliable public drinking water and to protect the public health. Such 
rules shall establish requirements regarding: 

(i) The design and construction of public water system facilities, including proper sizing of 
pipes and storage for the number and type of customers; 

(ii) Drinking water quality standards, monitoring requirements, and laboratory certification 
requirements; 

(iii) Public water system management and reporting requirements; 
(iv) Public water system planning and emergency response requirements; 
(v) Public water system operation and maintenance requirements; 
(vi) Water quality, reliability, and management of existing but inadequate public water 

systems; and 
(vii) Quality standards for the source or supply, or both source and supply, of water for 

bottled water plants; 
(b) Adopt rules as necessary for group B public water systems, as defined in RCW 

70.119A.020. The rules shall, at a minimum, establish requirements regarding the initial design 
and construction of a public water system. The state board of health rules may waive some or all 
requirements for group B public water systems with fewer than five connections; 

(c) Adopt rules and standards for prevention, control, and abatement of health hazards and 
nuisances related to the disposal of human and animal excreta and animal remains; 

(d) Adopt rules controlling public health related to environmental conditions including but 
not limited to heating, lighting, ventilation, sanitary facilities, and cleanliness in public facilities 
including but not limited to food service establishments, schools, recreational facilities, and 
transient accommodations; 

(e) Adopt rules for the imposition and use of isolation and quarantine; 
(f) Adopt rules for the prevention and control of infectious and noninfectious diseases, 

including food and vector borne illness, and rules governing the receipt and conveyance of 
remains of deceased persons, and such other sanitary matters as may best be controlled by 
universal rule; and 

(g) Adopt rules for accessing existing databases for the purposes of performing health related 
research. 

(3) The state board shall adopt rules for the design, construction, installation, operation, and 
maintenance of those on-site sewage systems with design flows of less than three thousand five 
hundred gallons per day. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.119A.020
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.119A.020


(4) The state board may delegate any of its rule-adopting authority to the secretary and 
rescind such delegated authority. 

(5) All local boards of health, health authorities and officials, officers of state institutions, 
police officers, sheriffs, constables, and all other officers and employees of the state, or any 
county, city, or township thereof, shall enforce all rules adopted by the state board of health. In 
the event of failure or refusal on the part of any member of such boards or any other official or 
person mentioned in this section to so act, he or she shall be subject to a fine of not less than fifty 
dollars, upon first conviction, and not less than one hundred dollars upon second conviction. 

(6) The state board may advise the secretary on health policy issues pertaining to the 
department of health and the state. 

 
[ 2011 c 27 § 1; 2009 c 495 § 1; 2007 c 343 § 11; 1993 c 492 § 489; 1992 c 34 § 4. Prior: 1989 1st ex.s. c 9 
§ 210; 1989 c 207 § 1; 1985 c 213 § 1; 1979 c 141 § 49; 1967 ex.s. c 102 § 9; 1965 c 8 § 43.20.050; prior: 
(i) 1901 c 116 § 1; 1891 c 98 § 2; RRS § 6001. (ii) 1921 c 7 § 58; RRS § 10816.] 

 

RCW 70.119A.080(1) 
Drinking water program. 

(1) The department shall administer a drinking water program which includes, but is not 
limited to, those program elements necessary to assume primary enforcement responsibility for 
part B, and section 1428 of part C of the federal safe drinking water act. No rule promulgated or 
implemented by the department of health or the state board of health for the purpose of 
compliance with the requirements of the federal safe drinking water act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 300f et 
seq., shall be applicable to public water systems to which that federal law is not applicable, 
unless the department or the state board determines that such rule is necessary for the protection 
of public health. 

(2) The department shall enter into an agreement of administration with the department of 
ecology and any other appropriate agencies, to administer the federal safe drinking water act. 

(3) The department is authorized to accept federal grants for the administration of a primary 
program. 

 
[ 1991 c 3 § 371; 1989 c 422 § 5.] 

 

RCW 70.142.010 
Establishment of standards for chemical contaminants in drinking water by state board of 
health. 

(1) In order to protect public health from chemical contaminants in drinking water, the state 
board of health shall conduct public hearings and, where technical data allow, establish by rule 
standards for allowable concentrations. For purposes of this chapter, the words "chemical 
contaminants" are limited to synthetic organic chemical contaminants and to any other 
contaminants which in the opinion of the board constitute a threat to public health. If adequate 
data to support setting of a standard is available, the state board of health shall adopt by rule a 
maximum contaminant level for water provided to consumers' taps. Standards set for 
contaminants known to be toxic shall consider both short-term and chronic toxicity. Standards 

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2011-12/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1488.SL.pdf?cite=2011%20c%2027%20%C2%A7%201;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6171-S.SL.pdf?cite=2009%20c%20495%20%C2%A7%201;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2007-08/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5894-S.SL.pdf?cite=2007%20c%20343%20%C2%A7%2011;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1993-94/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5304-S2.SL.pdf?cite=1993%20c%20492%20%C2%A7%20489;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1991-92/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2747-S.SL.pdf?cite=1992%20c%2034%20%C2%A7%204.
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1989ex1c9.pdf?cite=1989%201st%20ex.s.%20c%209%20%C2%A7%20210;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1989ex1c9.pdf?cite=1989%201st%20ex.s.%20c%209%20%C2%A7%20210;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1989c207.pdf?cite=1989%20c%20207%20%C2%A7%201;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1985c213.pdf?cite=1985%20c%20213%20%C2%A7%201;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1979c141.pdf?cite=1979%20c%20141%20%C2%A7%2049;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1967ex1c102.pdf?cite=1967%20ex.s.%20c%20102%20%C2%A7%209;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1965c8.pdf?cite=1965%20c%208%20%C2%A7%2043.20.050;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1901c116.pdf?cite=1901%20c%20116%20%C2%A7%201;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1891c98.pdf?cite=1891%20c%2098%20%C2%A7%202;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1921c7.pdf?cite=1921%20c%207%20%C2%A7%2058;
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1991-92/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1115.SL.pdf?cite=1991%20c%203%20%C2%A7%20371;
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1989c422.pdf?cite=1989%20c%20422%20%C2%A7%205.


set for contaminants known to be carcinogenic shall be consistent with risk levels established by 
the state board of health. 

(2) The board shall consider the best available scientific information in establishing the 
standards. The board may review and revise the standards. State and local standards for chemical 
contaminants may be more strict than the federal standards. 

 
[ 1984 c 187 § 1.] 

http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/documents/sessionlaw/1984c187.pdf?cite=1984%20c%20187%20%C2%A7%201.
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