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What is Public Health?

What we as a society do

collectively to assure 

the conditions in
which people
can be healthy.

“

“

- The future of  the Public’s Health in the 21st Century, Institute of  Medicine, 2003



• Population – nearly 8 million – 13th most 

populous state

• Area – 71,362 square miles – 18th largest state 

• 29 Federally Recognized Tribes

• 35 Local Health Departments (39 Counties) 

• 500,000 licensed health care professionals and 

nearly 100 hospitals



Where Equity, 
Innovation and 

Engagement meet

Health



Public Health Never Sleeps:

The Long Road Continues



WA State 
Leading Causes of  Death 
2022

1. Malignant Neoplasms 

2. Diseases of  Heart 

3. Unintentional Injury 

4. Alzheimer's Disease 

5. Cerebrovascular Disease 

6. Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 

7. COVID-19 

8. Diabetes 

9. Chronic Liver Disease 

10. Suicide 



WORKING TOGETHER …



• Legislature Appropriated $324 Million for the 23-25 Biennium (72% of  2018 estimated need)

Foundational Public Health Services - WA

State Department of 
Health 
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Local Health 
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FPHS Investments by Sector 

 State Department of Health  Local Health Jurisdictions

 Tribes and Tribal Organizations  State Board of Health

• FPHS has grown from a $6M, one-time investment in SFY18 

to an ongoing annual investment of  $162M in SFY24

• Investment areas include:

• 36% - Foundational Capabilities

• 24% - Communicable Disease

• 17% - Life course

• 10% - Environmental Health

• 9% - Assessment

• 4% - Emergency Preparedness

$6,000,000 $9,000,000 $14,000,000 $14,000,000 

$63,000,000 

$112,000,000 

$162,000,000 $162,000,000 

SFY18 SFY19 SFY20 SFY21 SFY22 SFY23 SFY24 SFY25

1
@WaDeptHealth

@WaHealthSec

@Ushahmd



Health in WA 

Moving Forward

• Transformational Health

• Investment/Workforce 

• Behavioral Health/FOCUS Taskforce  

• Digital Health/Tech

• Climate and Health

• Social Drivers of  Health

• Healthcare Delivery/Access to Care

• Respiratory Season Response 
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Update on Respiratory Disease Season

Tao Kwan-Gett, MD, MPH 
Chief  of  Science Officer



















Key Take Aways

• Advancing the public’s health will take all 

of  us and all of  our efforts – leadership, 

people, policies, tools, communications, 

partnerships, and investments. 

• A successful road ahead means removing 

silos and advancing multisectoral 

partnerships to solve public health 

challenges. 

• While there are multiple health challenges 

we are facing, protecting ourselves and 

those around us during respiratory disease 

season by taking appropriate preventive 

measures remains critically important. 



IN IT TOGETHER! 
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