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Upon federal adoption of an MCL, the federal MCL will 

supersede a SAL or a less stringent state MCL, and the 

associated requirements, including for monitoring and 

public notice. If the federally adopted MCL is less 

stringent than a SAL or state MCL, the board may take 

one of the following actions:

 (a) Adopt the federal MCL; or

 (b) Adopt a state MCL, at least as stringent as the 

federal MCL, using the process in subsections (6) and 

(7) of this section.

WAC 246-290-315(8)
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EPA Effective Dates

PFAS MCL Violations

MCL Compliance 

Requirements

30-day Public Notification for 

MCL violations*

Effective 

April 26, 2029

Analytical 
requirements*

Effective 

June 25, 2024

Consumer Confidence 

Reporting*

Ongoing compliance 

monitoring*

Reporting and recordkeeping*

Initial monitoring results 

reporting

Public notification for testing 

and procedure violations

Effective 

April 26, 2027
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Recommendation 1: Clearly define rule 

language to maintain current 

protections
Upon federal adoption of an MCL, the federal When a federal MCL becomes 

effective, the MCL will supersede a SAL or a less stringent state MCL, and the 

associated requirements, including for monitoring and public notice. If the federally 

adopted MCL is less stringent than a SAL or state MCL, the board may take one of 

the following actions:

 (a) Adopt the federal MCL; or

 (b) Adopt a state MCL, at least as stringent as the federal MCL, using the 

process in subsections (6) and (7) of this section.

Options:

• Initiate an emergency rulemaking – 

recommended, OR
• Issue an interpretive statement

• Delays timeline, issued due to 

emergency

Timeline:

• CR-103E filed after this meeting, every 

120 days until permanent 

• CR-101 to permanently fix rule language 

file along with 103E
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Recommendation 2: Adopt the federal 

standards and effective dates into rule

• Necessary for the Department to maintain primacy, rule to comply with federal 

requirements

• SALs and associated requirements stay in effect until the federal effective 

dates supersede them. Customers are still notified of detections above the 

SALs within 30 days and systems continue frequency of monitoring for SALs

 

Options:

1. Initiate an exception rulemaking for 

each 246-290 and 246-390 – 

recommended
2. Adopt by reference 

• Tables with new MCLs would be 

located outside of WAC 246-290-

310, creates inconsistency

Timeline:

• CR-102s filed after June 25

• Rules hearing in October or November 

2024

• Effective 30 days after hearing 
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Recommendation 3: Explore adopting 

the MCL values as SALs until the 

federal effective date

Provides 30-day notification to those served by systems with detections 

between the current SAL and MCL sooner than the EPA’s effective date

• Current testing procedure can detect to the level of the MCLs

• Public Notification system is already active

• When the MCL effective date comes, these adopted SALs will turn into 

MCLs

• Procedure to adopt new SALs remains in rule to adapt as needed
 

Contaminant MCL Value 
(ng/L)

Detection 
Level (ng/L)

SAL (ng/L)

PFOA 4 6 10

PFOS 4 10 15

Example

Timeline:

• Significant change according to the APA

• CR-101 filed after this meeting

• Interested party engagement, significant 

analysis, small business economic 

analysis, environmental justice 

assessment 

• Regular briefings 

Tentative 
Effective Date

July 2026

EPA Effective 
Date

April 2029



Ju n e Ju ly Nov
Ju ly  

2026 *
Ap r i l  
2029

June 9: Board 
Initiates 

Rulemakings

Staff files CR-
103E, CR-101, 

CR-102

Incorporate 
references, effective 

dates and 
necessary tables

Board adopts 
MCLs as SALs, 
set to sunset 
when EPA 

MCLS effective

Disseminate SHR, Report 
Back to Community, and 

Debrief SHR Process

November 
Board 

Meeting: Rules 
Hearing 
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Rule language is 
fixed to maintain 
SALs and current 

protections

Board has adopted 
EPA standards and 
relative effective 

dates

EPA MCLs, 
requirements 
are Effective

Regular briefings, 

community engagement

CR-102 package finalized

*Tentative

Washington goes 
beyond federal 

standards to protect 
consumers sooner

1. Initiate an emergency rulemaking to fix rule language and maintain current standards
2. Initiate an exception rulemaking to adopt federal standards and effective dates into WAC 246-290
3. Initiate an exception rulemaking to update guidance references in WAC 246-390 
4. Initiate permanent rulemaking to permanently fix rule language and adopt the MCL values as SALs

Consolidated timeline of above options



THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health 

at 360-236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov |  TTY users can dial 711 
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mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov


• We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you 

cannot access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to 

report problems accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and 

describe the following details in your message:

ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

• The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to 

people with disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and 

activities accessible to all persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

• Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA. 

We regularly monitor for compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like 

to notify us of issues to improve accessibility.

• The nature of the accessibility needs

• The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access

• Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website. 

https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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