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WAC 246-290-315(8): State action levels (SALs) and state 
maximum contaminant levels (MCLs). 

(8) Upon federal adoption of an MCL, the federal MCL will 
supersede a SAL or a less stringent state MCL, and the associated 
requirements, including for monitoring and public notice. If the 
federally adopted MCL is less stringent than a SAL or state MCL, 
the board may take one of the following actions:
 (a) Adopt the federal MCL; or
 (b) Adopt a state MCL, at least as stringent as the federal 
MCL, using the process in subsections (6) and (7) of this section.

Previous Rule 



Current rule expires 
on February 19, 2025
Emergency Rules expire 120 days after 
they go into effect. 

• Second Emergency Rule adopted and 
effective on October 22, 2024, and 
expires Wednesday, February 19, 
2025

Recommendation: 

• Initiate a third emergency 
rulemaking to continue to clearly 
maintain the SALs and associated 
requirements.

• Anticipated effective date February 
19, 2025.

• Rule would expire June 19, 2025

Federal Rule Provisions Effective Date

• Analytical Requirements* June 25, 2024

• Consumer confidence 
reporting*

• Ongoing compliance 
monitoring*

• Reporting and recordkeeping*
• Initial monitoring results 

reporting
• Public notification for testing 

and procedure violations

April 26, 2027

• PFAS MCL violations
• MCL compliance requirements
• 30-day Public Notification for 

MCL violations*
April 26, 2029
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Proposed Language

Upon federal adoption of an MCL, the federal When a federal MCL becomes 
effective, the MCL will supersede a SAL or a less stringent state MCL, and 
the associated requirements, including for monitoring and public notice. If 
the federally adopted MCL is less stringent than a SAL or state MCL, the 
board may take one of the following actions:
 (a) Adopt the federal MCL; or
 (b) Adopt a state MCL, at least as stringent as the federal MCL, 
using the process in subsections (6) and (7) of this section.

Action Item: 
Proceed with emergency rulemaking?



5

Future Actions

Permanent Rulemaking
• Language is being finalized with the Office of Drinking Water (DOH)
• Met with Ecology regarding potential changes 
• Informal comment period
• Environmental Justice Assessment Scoping

Abbreviated Rulemaking
• Section-by-section review



Questions?
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THANK YOU

To request this document in an alternate format, please contact the Washington State Board of Health at 360-

236-4110, or by email at wsboh@sboh.wa.gov |  TTY users can dial 711 
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mailto:wsboh@sboh.wa.gov


• We are committed to providing access to all individuals visiting our agency website, including persons with disabilities. If you cannot 
access content on our website because of a disability, have questions about content accessibility or would like to report problems 
accessing information on our website, please call (360) 236-4110 or email wsboh@sboh.wa.gov and describe the following details in 
your message:

ACCESSIBILITY AND THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

• The Washington State Board of Health (Board) is committed to providing information and services that are accessible to people with 
disabilities. We provide reasonable accommodations, and strive to make all our meetings, programs, and activities accessible to all 
persons, regardless of ability, in accordance with all relevant state and federal laws.

• Our agency, website, and online services follow the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) standards, Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, Washington State Policy 188, and Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0, level AA. We regularly monitor for 
compliance and invite our users to submit a request if they need additional assistance or would like to notify us of issues to improve 
accessibility.

• The nature of the accessibility needs
• The URL (web address) of the content you would like to access
• Your contact information

We will make every effort to provide you the information requested and correct any compliance issues on our website. 

https://s/BOH/Agency%20Communications/Website/ADA%20Webpage/wsboh@sboh.wa.gov
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